Intestinal obstruction. Its serious nature and numerous pitfalls.
Clinical findings and radiographic studies are the most valuable tools in differential diagnosis of intestinal obstruction. Treatment depends on the type of obstruction. Functional ileus does not require surgery, but mechanical obstruction usually does. Ischemic obstruction demands urgent surgery to prevent or remove gangrene. Even when intestinal obstruction seems to be nonmechanical and uncomplicated, repeated follow-up observation is necessary. Functional ileus may transform to mechanical obstruction.